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‘Glorious Suburbs’: 
spaces, faces and places in Edgbastonia world
Henrietta Lockhart

Mr Wheeley’s, Edgbaston, by Charles Barber, August 1802 
[BM&AG: 1926P646]

‘Business at Distance’

‘Glorious suburbs! Long may ye remain 

to bless the ancient town, whose crown ye are;  

rewarder of the cares of those who toil 

amid the din and smoke of iron-ribbed, 

and hardy Birmingham. 

And may ye long be suburbs, keeping still 

business at distance from your green retreats’.2 

This poem, quoted in Edgbastonia in January 1882, 

sums up the attitude the magazine took towards 

Edgbaston in the 1880s. The defensive tone of the last 

two lines suggests something of a ‘siege mentality’ and 

the level of nostalgia for a past golden age which we 

meet in the early editions would seem to bear this out.

The editor regards the development of Edgbaston as 

‘the conversion of a village of farms, fi elds and country 

lanes into one of the most beautiful and pleasant of 

English suburbs’.3 

In May 1881 a publication called Edgbastonia appeared 

for the fi rst time with the morning post in the homes of 

the wealthy of Edgbaston. With an initial circulation of 

just 2500, it was delivered exclusively to homes worth 

upwards of £40 per year – the value of a large detached 

villa.

Edgbaston had been developed since the late 

eighteenth century by the Calthorpe Estate as an 

élite suburb, and was home to many of Birmingham’s 

wealthiest and most prominent citizens. In the 1880s 

Edgbaston was to some extent on the defensive; 

housing development was slowing down, modernity 

was intruding in the form of new transport links, and 

new suburbs were surrounding Edgbaston to the west 

and south, threatening its exclusivity.1 Edgbastonia 

thus came into being at a time when Edgbastonians 

may have felt a need to assert their identity in an 

atmosphere of change.

Edgbastonia is, at face value, a rather self-satisfi ed 

publication, celebrating ‘Edgbastonians Past and 

Present’ (a regular feature) and revelling in the rural idyll 

which its readers have the good fortune to inhabit. But 

from the very fi rst edition, there is an undercurrent of 

anxiety, and it is that aspect of Edgbastonia that I wish 

to explore. I will focus upon two main themes: attitudes 

to urban and rural life, and debates around gender. I 

will argue that Edgbastonia can off er an insight into 

how Edgbastonians understood themselves, the space 

in which they lived, and the complex relationships that 

existed within that space, as they faced the changes 

accompanying the new century. Alongside this study, 

illustrations of objects and documents will provide 

further insight into late nineteenth and early twentieth-

century life in Edgbaston.
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In 1881, many of the original farms, fi elds and country 

lanes still existed alongside the lavish villas occupied 

by those who earned their living from manufacturing 

or in the professions rather than from the land. 

How did the recipients of Edgbastonia understand 

their environment? Earlier in the century, wealthy 

businessman James Luckcock had compared the view 

from his home to an ‘amphitheatre’ which provided 

a backdrop to his own landscaped garden, with the 

neat house and barns of Wheeley’s Farm giving ‘the 

appearance of having been built purposely to adorn 

our view’.4 Edgbastonia reinforces the impression that 

middle class residents viewed their rural environment 

as a stage-set for their lives (Luckcock’s account is 

quoted in 1881), although the sordid realities of poverty 

were not far from their doorsteps.

This rural stage was animated by people, who were 

often the objects of charity; in December 1881 we read 

of the loan of blankets during the winter, and an appeal 

for money to be distributed to poor residents ‘of good 

moral character’. The poor were frequently patronised 

and idealised; there could be no clearer example than a 

passage about local gypsies, who used to encamp near 

Westfi eld Road up to the 1860s. The editor described 

them as ‘picturesque vagabonds’.5 Just as James Luckcock 

regarded a local farm as an enhancement to the vista from 

his garden, we now fi nd the editor describing Edgbaston’s 

gypsy population in terms of a rural tableau. There are 

several references to gypsies in the magazine, and while 

they were regarded with an element of nostalgia there are 

hints that they were also distrusted as thieves.6

Edgbastonia refl ects Victorian prejudice against city life 

as unhealthy and immoral in contrast to the supposed 

moral and physical health to be found in the countryside7 

– and alongside this we fi nd a distrust of trade and 

manufacturing. Take the following quote from a review 

of a book of poems about Edgbaston’s rural past:

‘A Gypsy Encampment’, by David Cox, c.1808-27 [BM&AG: 1931P35]

Illuminated Address presented to Samuel Walliker for his 
work on behalf of the poor, 1891 [BM&AG: 1958F675]

Contrasting attitudes to the city and the countryside 

emerge particularly strongly in Edgbastonia’s article about 

John Middlemore, who plucked hundreds of children 

deemed to be incipient criminals from ‘haunts of vice, 

dishonesty, debauchery, fi lth, and ignorance’ in the city 

and transplanted them, fi rst of all into the healthy environs 

of Edgbaston, and then overseas to Canada.9 Edgbaston, 

and other suburbs such as Harborne, were seen as 

appropriate destinations for day trips for the poor, run by 

philanthropic groups such as The Society for Promoting 

Country Trips and Garden Parties for Poor Old People.10

‘When the weary lawyer […] comes home 

to Edgbaston for a little quiet […] let 

him take up this little book and he will 

fi nd the solace that he needs. So also 

the manufacturer, whose brain whirls 

with the din of machinery to which it 

has compulsorily listened all the day, will 

fi nd within the pages of this little volume 

[…] gentle remindings that there is 

something in this world higher than mere 

money-making: that the love of little 

children, and the amelioration of human 

suff ering, are truer sources of happiness 

than material wealth; that there are loftier 

aims than supplying the interesting 

natives of the Fiji islands with fi sh-hooks 

[a reference to Birmingham’s reputation 

as a centre of metal working]’.8 

‘Mere money-making’ may be regarded here as a 

vulgar activity, but the very existence of the suburb 

of Edgbaston depended upon those who had made 

their fortunes from Birmingham’s industrial success. 

Philanthropy provided an opportunity for the 

successful to give something back to the community 

through ‘the love of little children, and the amelioration 

of human suff ering’, and many ‘Edgbastonians Past and 

Present’ had distinguished themselves in this regard. 
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There was a contradiction inherent in the growth of 

Edgbaston as a suburb. The very development of the 

roads and villas which provided homes for the wealthy 

was destructive to the rural environment which gave 

it such appeal. Wall plaques dating from around 1900, 

removed from a wall in Westfi eld Road not far from the 

former site of gypsy camps, describe in detail the formal 

planting of fl owers along the footpath during the 1880s 

and 1890s - evidence of the continuing ‘gentrifi cation’ 

of Edgbaston’s formerly rural spaces. Edgbastonia gave 

voice to anxieties about this during the 1880s, for 

instance in this sentimental poem by F.H.H.H:

‘Long years ago, I crossed the wide atlantic,

To see Dame Fortune, t’other side the earth;

I’ve come back home - home? Why, I’m nearly frantic, 

I scarcely know the village of my birth!

On those green fi elds, where once I played at bandy, 

Where wound a rustic path a long half-mile,

Prim Cockney villas rise, and struts the dandy-

Ah me! I miss the good old-fashioned stile.

Where be the men who lived on yelling ‘water’

In days of pattens and the tinder-box?  

Ah! You may smile, proud Edgbastonian daughter, 

These things were useful when mamma wore ‘frocks’’.11

Some sections of development in Edgbaston were 

decidedly urban. My great-grandmother Lily Lockhart 

was a guest at 95 Bristol Road in 1867, when she was in 

her mid-teens. She wrote to her mother:

‘I shall hardly wear my new bonnet here at all for it 

is so smoky and foggy and disagreeable that I shall 

get it quite dirty if I do […] I am afraid I shall run long 

bills for washing cuff s and collars. I must wear some 

of my paper ones’.12

class tenants in order to maximise income from the 

estate; higher value housing was concentrated in the 

centre of Edgbaston, with lower value housing around 

the north and east of the Estate, closer to the city.13 Lily’s 

host at 95 Bristol Road, George Manton, fi ts the pattern: 

he was a cabinet maker, not a wealthy industrialist. A 

young relative had just been ‘made apprentice in some 

engineer’s iron works’.14 When Edgbastonia made its 

appearance a few years later it is unlikely that this family 

would have been among its élite target audience. The 

magazine was addressed to people who seemed to be 

‘pulling up the drawbridge’ around a way of life which 

was doomed to erosion. The undeveloped areas to 

the west of the estate, which were still farmed, fed the 

illusion of rural life in an increasingly urban situation.

Calthorpe Park, 1906 [BM&AG: 1995V632.1305]

Some Edgbastonians enjoyed exporting their lifestyle 

away from home. 1892 saw the opening of the direct rail 

link to Llandudno, a resort developed by the aristocratic 

Mostyn family and quickly adopted by wealthy 

Birmingham holiday makers. Edgbastonia carried regular 

advertisements for institutions like the Hydropathic & 

Winter Residence (for instance in January 1892), while 

articles extolled the resort’s virtues.15 As Cannadine puts it:

‘Physically distanced from the great centres of 

population, overwhelmingly middle class, and with 

the lower orders mainly consisting of retinues of 

servants, [holiday resorts] represented segregated 

middle class suburbia at its most extreme, 

transported to a coastal location’.16

As analyses of residents’ occupations show, the 

Calthorpe Estate had recognised in the mid-nineteenth 

century the need to allow speculative building of lower 

value housing for working-class and ‘lower’ middle-
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At home, spaces within Edgbaston itself could provide 

exclusivity greater than that conferred simply by living 

in the area. The Botanical Gardens were the preserve 

of shareholders and subscribers, the working class only 

being allowed in on Bank Holidays. 

The gardens were the subject of an extensive article 

in Edgbastonia in November 1884. An article in June 

1881 gives an insight into how the ‘lower classes’ were 

regarded - the anonymous author describes the scene 

when a nightingale sang in Edgbaston Park:

‘For some minutes that erst-while pushing, rushing, 

scampering, larking set of roughs seemed awestricken, 

and stood motionless, as the little minstrel […] held 

them spellbound by his marvellous infl uence […] 

and fi nally that rude uncultured multitude became as 

orderly as the congregation of a church’.

Notwithstanding the calming infl uence of the 

nightingale, the ‘uncultured multitude’ was not welcome 

in exclusive spaces such as the Botanical Gardens. Within 

the Gardens were smaller spaces with yet another 

exclusive membership - the tennis courts, reserved for 

The Edgbaston Archery and Lawn Tennis Society (EALTS).

Local opposition to further conversion of land to parks 

which could encourage mingling between the social 

classes was epitomised by the controversy in the 1880s 

around the conversion of Edgbaston Reservoir, which 

induced horror in some residents.17

Edgbaston residents were subject to the incursions of 

modern life increasingly from the late nineteenth century. 

Railways had already traversed Edgbaston in the 1870s. 

Overhead tramlines were causing controversy in the early 

1900s. Correspondence between Lord Calthorpe and his 

agent made reference to the Council’s decision to erect 

overhead lines on Bristol Road because underground 

lines would be too expensive; many residents were 

strongly opposed.18 Developments in mass transport 

were seen as a threat to the exclusivity of middle-class 

suburbs, increasing the mobility of the working-class 

residents of the city and eroding class distinctions.19 

Tennis at the Botanical Gardens, 1908 [BA&H: MS 1649/2]

Edgbastonia provided a mouthpiece for the attendant 

anxieties, here in response to the installation of 

telephone wires:

‘In town, for the sake of progress, one has to put up 

with the unsightliness of the wires, but surely we 

may be spared them in Edgbaston. If it is absolutely 

necessary to have telephonic communication, why 

should it not be a regulation that they should be 

carried through underground pipes?’ 20

The National Telephone Company was in fact asked to 

remove telephone wires across Hagley Road in 1887 - 

no doubt under pressure from the Calthorpe Estate.21 

Despite its reactionary stance during the 1880s and 

1890s, Edgbastonia refl ected a new accommodation 

with the proximity of the city centre as it moved into 

the twentieth century. A new cover design greeted the 

new century. Regular features reviewed cultural events 

in the city including concerts, art exhibitions and the 

introduction of new fashion collections. By this stage 

nostalgia about Edgbaston’s disappearing rural identity 

seems to have been replaced by a new focus upon the 

city as a source of culture. Within two years the front 

cover had changed yet again to include Birmingham’s 

‘Forward’ coat of arms - a further concession to the role 

of the city in the life of Edgbaston. 

Edgbaston Reservoir, 1903 [BMAG: 1995V632.1260]
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Advertisement for a Crescent ‘Ladies’ Cycle’, 1900 
[BM&AG: 1984S03772]

One aspect of modernity that was embraced with 

enthusiasm in Edgbastonia in the early twentieth century 

was private transport, on both two and four wheels. It is 

in regular features on cycling that we fi nd a resurgence 

of interest in the rural hinterland, now providing 

opportunities for exploration for the adventurous cyclist. 

In December 1900, a cycling supplement compared the 

quality of the bicycles available.

As far as motorcars were concerned, Edgbastonia 

mirrored the mixture of excitement and anxiety with 

which early motoring was received. In ‘Motors and the 

Public’, we fi nd concerns raised about the eff ect of cars 

on the quiet streets of Edgbaston:

‘To those to whom old age or accident has brought 

lameness […] the avoidance of the dangers of our 

roads and streets becomes increasingly diffi  cult, as 

the modern invention adds to the power and speed 

of the vehicles’.22

With traditional and motorised transport sharing largely 

unmade roads, the danger to pedestrians - and to cyclists 

- was a continual concern. Alongside this mixed response 

to the car, advertisements crept in for car showrooms, 

and a full page feature on the Birmingham Motor Car 

Company, agent for Argyll, Delaunay-Belleville and 

Sunbeam, appeared in January 1906.

In its fi rst few years, Edgbastonia seems to have been 

an attempt to bolster the area’s identity in a time 

of accelerating change. Self-confi dence radiated from 

the celebration of the achievements of Edgbaston’s 

philanthropists and public servants. But there were 

anxieties in ‘Edgbastonia world’. The role of moneymaking 

was regarded with unease; the rural environment was 

idealised as a ‘stage-set’ while the rural poor were kept 

at a distance; the approach of modernity was feared. 

The style of the artwork had moved on too, from the 

rusticity of the early years to a modern ‘arts and crafts’ 

look, which is refl ected further in the mastheads for 

the regular features. Changes in editorial control may 

have had some infl uence: Eliezer Edwards had died in 

the late 1880s and had been replaced by James Sayers. 

But an increased accommodation with modernity was 

perhaps inevitable; nostalgia about the rural past may 

be the privilege of the wealthy, but they are also the 

fi rst to benefi t from new technology and advanced 

communications, however much they may initially 

resent the resulting changes to their environment.
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distinction as a scientist, geologist, physicist, zoologist, 

biologist and poet.26 Sarah Crompton, while devoting 

her life to good works, became knowledgeable about 

subjects which, in a telling phrase, ‘lie far beyond the 

ordinary scope of female research’.27

In an article about the newspaper editor J.T. Bunce, we 

hear briefl y of his daughters Myra and Kate who both 

studied at the progressive Birmingham School of Art.28 

And in March 1900, we meet the intrepid traveller and 

diarist Helen Caddick, who had ‘explored most quarters 

of the globe except those occupied by perpetual snow 

or polar ice’, visiting Palestine, Japan, Egypt, Mauritius, 

Madagascar, India, Hawaii, USA, Canada, Java, Australia 

and Africa.

These remarkable women were exceptions in a world in 

which most middle-class women married and centred 

their lives upon their families. As prosperous families 

moved from the city into suburbs such as Edgbaston, 

married women tended to become more divorced than 

ever from the world of paid employment and public life, 

and had fewer opportunities to meet working class people 

except their servants.29 Domestic servants lurk on the 

sidelines of the world portrayed by Edgbastonia.  In June 

1881 we read that some families were not receiving their 

magazine, because they had been ‘retained by servants’: 

‘It would be well if instructions were given that 

in all cases the book should be delivered by the 

domestics to some member of the family’. 

In a large house the family could easily be outnumbered 

by the servants: the 1901 census for just one address in 

Somerset Road records four family members and eight 

servants, of whom all but one were women. Women were 

generally assumed to be in charge of hiring and fi ring; ‘It 

suggested itself to my feminine moiety that a nice handy 

boy might be an economical institution’, wrote a male 

contributor in July 1881, who later complained that the 

boy they employed knew how to read Latin but not how 

to clean boots.

With the increase in transport links and the growing 

urbanisation of Edgbaston came a new sense of 

accommodation with the proximity of the city. Alongside 

this, debates around the aspirations of women began 

to appear.

‘A Stockinged Leg up to the Knee’

During its fi rst two years, Edgbastonia featured nineteen 

‘Edgbastonians Past and Present’. Of these, just two 

were women. This statistic refl ects the fact that public 

life was still dominated by men in the late nineteenth 

century, and we should not be surprised to fi nd women 

marginalised in Edgbastonia. However, Edgbaston women 

were prepared to challenge the status quo, and an 

incident at the Edgbaston Archery Association in 1872 

gives an interesting insight into the resistance that 

such challenges could evoke - a woman attempted to 

change the rules to admit women to the Committee, 

and was opposed by both male and female members. 

Edgbastonia was not immune to the debates around 

the role of women that were causing controversy in the 

decades leading up to the First World War. So who were 

the women singled out as praiseworthy ‘Edgbastonians 

Past and Present’ in the magazine’s fi rst few years, and 

what changes do we see over time? 

‘Singled out’ is perhaps an appropriate phrase: most 

women featured as ‘Edgbastonians Past and Present’ 

in the 1880s and 1890s were indeed single, and noted 

for charitable work, the sphere in which they had most 

freedom to excel. Louisa Ryland, one of the best known 

examples, presented three areas of parkland to the city, 

and contributed to the Midlands Institute, the School of 

Art, hospitals and the rebuilding of St Martin’s Church 

in the city centre.23 Other unmarried ‘worthies’ include 

Elizabeth Phipson, who ran a school and contributed to 

good causes including the Deaf and Dumb Institute,24 

and Ann Starling who had reached her 103rd year 

having done a lifetime of charitable work.25 However, 

Edgbaston was also home to many women who broke 

boundaries, such as Constance Naden who achieved 

Birmingham School of Art, c.1900 [BM&AG: 1995V632.580]

Helen Caddick in Japan, Edgbastonia, 1900 [UBSC]
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There were, of course, many working women living in 

Edgbaston, in addition to those in domestic service. 

For example in just one family living in Metchley Lane 

during the 1880s we fi nd three sisters working as 

laundresses. Many women still worked in agriculture 

in the ‘undeveloped’ parts of Edgbaston, and in the 

working class and lower middle class areas women 

would have travelled into the city to work. But these 

working class women were excluded from the circulation 

of Edgbastonia and largely ignored within its pages.

However, the turn of the century seems to mark a change 

in attitudes to women in Edgbastonia, with progressive 

ideas making their appearance alongside traditional 

assumptions. One single edition, June 1900, provides an 

interesting case study. First, in the short story ‘Tea – with a 

moral’ by F.H.W., we read a story about a secretary who 

has been summoned by her employer’s wife because 

she wants equal pay for doing the same work as a man. 

When she is urged to be content with what she has, the 

secretary ponders her employer’s wife’s position:

‘Three in the family, and she has a housekeeper, a 

governess, and fi ve servants, and never gets up to 

breakfast, and does nothing in the world but think 

about her health and read the new books - and 

she talks about contentment to me! [...] Oh Lord, 

don’t you think she ought to have six months of 

struggling just - just to complete her education?’

Next, we are off ered a rather sentimental anonymous 

poem, ‘The Woman’s Burden’, which laments the 

suff erings of mothers who lose their sons in time of war 

(one of many features prompted by the Boer War). Lastly, 

a feature called ‘The Woman who is too well dressed’ 

caricatures women as obsessed with their appearance:

‘Inconspicuousness is an all important factor in 

proper dressing, but the woman who is too well 

dressed is always conspicuous, always the target of 

all eyes;  and the maintenance of her almost vulgar 

prominence is dearer to her heart […] than life itself’. W
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Postcard showing woman cycling on Hagley Road, 1905 
[BMAG: 1995V632.1267]

The feature goes on to mock women who throw out 

clothes because of the whims of fashion or decline 

invitations because they do not have the right outfi t; 

ironically this feature appeared opposite a full page 

advertisement for a ladies’ tailor.

Within this one edition, we fi nd a working woman 

seeking a fair wage and questioning the privilege of 

her employer’s wife; women stereotyped as grieving 

mothers weeping on the sidelines of war; and 

the fashion-conscious woman lampooned for her 

superfi ciality.  In this and other editions of Edgbastonia, 

there is an unresolved contradiction between radical 

and conservative attitudes towards women. There are 

further examples within the same year of the stirrings of 

gender equality. In August 1900, we fi nd a feature on 

Anstey Physical Training college at which women could 

train as teachers of gymnastics. Jobs could pay up to 

£100 a year; ‘It seems to us that Edgbaston girls, who 

are eligible, should be the fi rst to seize the exceptional 

advantages above indicated’. In the same edition, 

a short story called ‘The Fair Rationalist’ explores 

confl icting views about the merits of rational dress: 

‘Why should it be more immodest for a girl to show 

a stockinged leg up to the knee than to show a bare 

arm up to the shoulder?’
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This story continues in September 1900, when the 

woman concerned - a keen cyclist and swimmer - 

proves her physical prowess by saving a drowning man. 

In the same edition, we meet Mary Sturge, pioneer of 

women’s medical training:

‘This year the University of Birmingham admits 

women to the study of medicine in its medical school 

for the fi rst time and thus, after many years of delay, 

our city falls into line with other great centres in the 

way in which it deals with this important question’.

No reader of Edgbastonia in 1900 could fail to be aware 

that women were challenging their traditional roles.

The need for paid employment among middle-class 

women was increasingly refl ected in Edgbastonia 

in the early years of the twentieth century. The 

‘Gentlewoman’s Employment Bureau’ advertised its 

services in obtaining employment for women:

‘who, by a sudden turn of fortune’s wheel, fi nd 

themselves but face to face with poverty […] plain 

and fancy needlework and other suitable work is 

found for applicants’.30

Judging by the number of dressmakers and milliners 

advertising in Edgbastonia, there were plenty of 

opportunities for such work both locally and in the city 

centre. 

The Calthorpe Estate prohibited commercial premises, 

but small dressmaking establishments were clearly being 

tolerated by the early years of the twentieth century, 

particularly along the Hagley Road (for instance Miss 

Hocking at Five Ways, later at 59 Hagley Road, advertising 

in Edgbastonia, June 1905 and February 1906). We can 

also detect a growing interest in working-class women.

In ‘The Domestic Service Problem’, an article which 

raised the question ‘Why do girls choose factories 

rather than service?’, it was suggested that girls from 

working-class homes should be invited to stay as 

guests with domestic servants in order that they might 

fi nd out ‘what a comfortable, happy life it may be!’.31 

While this article is profoundly patronising towards 

girls in domestic service, it demonstrates that other 

employment opportunities were increasing for women. 

Later in the same year, we fi nd a review of the important 

publication Women’s Work and Wages, in which women’s 

reasons for choosing factory work were quoted; they 

include fi xed working hours, free weekends, and 

freedom of dress.32 This review acknowledges that 

moves towards gender equality are inevitable. These 

two articles, from their diff erent perspectives, both 

refl ect a growing level of choice for women. At the 

same time, concerns about working conditions appear 

in features such as ‘At the Sweateries’, by James Douglas, 

which reviewed the exhibition about sweatshops held 

in London in 1906.33

A reader picking up Edgbastonia in 1907 would have been 

confronted with another controversial phenomenon - 

the fi ght for women’s suff rage. Prominent Edgbaston 

Advert in Edgbastonia, 1914 [BA&H: L91.3]

Dress by M. & E. Abbot, 1896 [BM&AG: 1973M78]
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women including Elizabeth Cadbury and Bertha 

Ryland were prime movers in the early years of the 

Women’s Social and Political Union in Birmingham - 

the WSPU placed an advertisement in the magazine 

in 1907. During this year, articles appeared cautiously 

supporting the cause.34 If we look ahead to March 

1914, we fi nd a report of a meeting of the Birmingham 

Women’s Suff rage Society, which proclaimed itself to 

be ‘law abiding’ - an interesting contrast to the activities 

of Bertha Ryland who slashed a painting at the Museum 

and Art Gallery later in the year!35 Splits in the national 

women’s suff rage movement, between militants and 

those who preferred a more patient approach were 

being refl ected in Birmingham.36

Around the turn of the century, just as Edgbastonia is 

embracing Edgbaston’s urban identity, we start to 

encounter a wider range of women; not just the single 

ladies rightly praised for their charitable works, but 

radicals, and working women. Edgbaston was home 

to pioneers of women’s suff rage and of women’s 

education, who approached inequality at a political as 

well as a philanthropic level.

‘For the Sake of Progress’

Edgbastonia began life as a conservative publication, 

lauding the eff orts of those residents, mainly men, 

who had distinguished themselves in the fi elds of 

philanthropy and public service, while regarding with 

anxiety the incursion of modernity. As it moved into 

the new century, it seems that Edgbastonia shifted its 

gaze from westwards (towards its undeveloped rural 

origins) to eastwards, where the city now off ered a 

more cultured and sophisticated sense of identity. This 

minor publication, with its limited circulation, gives 

us a ‘snapshot’ of a community with a strong sense of 

itself, as it adapted to change. Those adaptations were 

sometimes haphazard and partial: we need only look at 

the edition for June 1900 to see that widely confl icting 

attitudes (in this case towards women) could exist side 

by side, as they still do today. It is perhaps because of 

these contradictions that Edgbastonia can off er us such 

a vivid picture of middle-class Edgbaston a century ago.

WSPU Appeal in Edgbastonia, 1807 [BA&H: L91.3/1907]

Crescent Bicycles Catalogue, 1900 [BM&AG: 1984S03772]
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Further Information:

BA&H:

Birmingham Archives & Heritage

Floor 6 - Central Library, Chamberlain Square, Birmingham, B3 3HQ

Tel: +44 (0)121 303 4549

Email: archives.heritage@birmingham.gov.uk

www.birmingham.gov.uk/archivesandheritage

BM&AG:

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery

Chamberlain Square, Birmingham, B3 3DH

Tel: +44 (0)121 303 2834

Email: bmag_enquiries@birmingham.gov.uk

www.bmag.org.uk

UBSC:

University of Birmingham Special Collections

Cadbury Research Library, Muirhead Tower, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT

Tel: +44 (0)121 414 5839

Email: special-collections@bham.ac.uk

www.special-coll.bham.ac.uk

UBRCC:

University of Birmingham Research and Cultural Collections

University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT

Tel: +44 (0)121 414 6750

Email: rcc@contacts.bham.ac.uk

www.rcc.bham.uk

Suburban Birmingham: Spaces & Places, 1880-1960 is a research project led by University of Birmingham 

academics working in partnership with curators from Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery, and archivists and 

librarians from Birmingham Archives & Heritage, and University of Birmingham Special Collections. Together, they 

have used each others’ extensive collections to research and recount the history of Birmingham’s south-western 

suburbs. The researchers have explored how public and private spaces were built, used, thought about, and 

represented over an eighty year period of great social, economic, political and cultural change. Nine essays and over 

three hundred images of historical documents, paintings, photographs, maps, and artefacts, are presented online at 

www.suburbanbirmingham.org.uk
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